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Unit  Duration Assessed 
Standards 

Description / Enduring Understandings Essential Questions Summative Assessments 

Introductory 4 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 7 and 
8 
 
 

In this unit students will be able to identify a variety of 
musical elements.  Students will learn the purposes four 
of listening to music. They will also have an 
understanding of the five categories of instrument 
classifications (e.g., chordophones, etc.). 
 
Enduring Understandings 
• Response to music is informed by analyzing context 

(social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and 
performers manipulate the elements of music.  

• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent. 

• How do individuals 
choose music to 
experience? 

• How do we discern the 
musical creators' and 
performers' expressive 
intent? 

• How does music reflect 
culture? 

• Instrument Classification 

Students will classify 
instruments by instrument 
families (e.g., a trumpet is a n 
aerophone) and will demonstrate 
their understanding of musical 
elements by describing and 
analyzing musical selections 
using this vocabulary. These are 
prerequisite skills to continue 
through this course. 

Australia 5 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 2, 4, 
6, 7, 8, 10, and 
11 

In this unit, the students will be able to identify the genres 
of Australian Music, how the music functions in society, 
and the origins of music in Australia. Students will 
examine the musical elements of Australian Music, how 
it has been affected by outside influences and the impact 
that Australian Music has had on other musical genres 
and cultures. 
Enduring Understandings 
• Musicians' creative choices are influenced by their 

expertise, context, and expressive intent. 
• Performers make interpretive decisions based on their 

understanding of context and expressive intent.  
• Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 

vary across time, place, and cultures.  
• Response to music is informed by analyzing context 

(social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and 
performers manipulate the elements of music.  

• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent. · Musicians connect their personal 
interests, experiences, ideas, and knowledge to 
creating, performing, and responding.  

• Understanding connections to varied contexts and 
daily life enhances musicians' creating, performing, 
and responding. 

• How do performers 
interpret musical works? 

• How do musicians make 
meaningful connections 
to creating, performing, 
and responding? 

• How do the other arts, 
other disciplines, 
contexts, and daily life 
inform creating, 
performing, and 
responding to music?  
 

• Podcast from Down Under 
 
In this performance-based 
assessment, students will select 
an example of Australian music 
and an example of American 
music. They will then create a 
multimedia presentation (e.g., 
Audacity, PowerPoint (with 
voice recording), MovieMaker) 
to examine the mutual 
influences between American 
and Australian musical styles. 
Aspects of the music to be 
considered include (1) the origin 
of the musical style, (2) the 
purpose of the music, (3) 
connections between styles, (4) 
pictures/ video clips to 
demonstrate the styles. 
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China 9 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 1, 2, 
3, 5, 7, 8, 9, and 
11 

In this unit, the students will be able to identify the genres 
of Chinese Music, how the music functions in society, 
and the origins of music in China. Students will examine 
the musical elements of China Music, how it has been 
affected by outside influences and the impact that 
Chinese Music has had on other musical genres and 
cultures.   
 
Enduring Understandings 
• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 

influence musicians' work emerge from a variety of 
sources.  

• Musicians' creative choices are influenced by their 
expertise, context, and expressive intent.  

• Musicians' presentation of creative work is the 
culmination of creation and communication.  

• To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, 
evaluate, and refine their performance over time 
through openness to new ideas, persistence and the 
application of appropriate criteria.  

• Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced 
by their interests, experiences, understanding, and 
purposes.  

• Response to music is informed by analyzing context 
(social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and 
performers manipulate the elements of music.  

• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent.  

• The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and 
performance(s) is informed by analysis, 
interpretation, and established criteria.  

• Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding. 

• Understanding connections to varied contexts and 
daily life enhances musicians' creating, performing 
and responding. 

• When is creative work 
ready to share? 

• How do musicians 
improve the quality of 
their performance? 

• How do individuals 
choose music to 
experience? 

• How do we judge the 
quality of musical 
work(s) and 
performance(s)? 

• Instrument Sort and 
Cultural Connections 

Students will sort the Chinese 
instruments into five categories, 
describe cultural characteristics 
of various Chinese musical art 
forms, and draw conclusions 
about the functions of various 
Chinese musical genres. 
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Latin America 9 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 1, 2, 
3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 
10 

In this unit, the students will be able to identify the genres 
of Latin American Music, how the music functions in 
society, and the origins of music in Latin America. 
Students will examine the musical elements of Latin 
American Music, how it has been affected by outside 
influences and the impact that Latin American Music has 
had on other musical genres and cultures. 
 
Enduring Understandings 

• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians' work emerge from a variety of 
sources. 

• Musicians' creative choices are influenced by their 
expertise, context, and expressive intent.  

• Musicians' presentation of creative work is the 
culmination of creation and communication.  

• To express their musical ideas, musicians analyze, 
evaluate, and refine their performance over time 
through openness to new ideas, persistence and the 
application of appropriate criteria.  

• Musicians judge performance based on criteria that 
vary across time, place, and cultures.  

• Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced 
by their interests, experiences, understanding, and 
purposes.  

• Response to music is informed by analyzing context 
(social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and 
performers manipulate the elements of music.  

• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent. 

• Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding. 

 

• How do musicians make 
creative decisions? 

• How do musicians 
improve the quality of 
their performance? 

• How do individuals 
choose music to 
experience? 

• How do we discern the 
musical creators’ and 
performers' expressive 
intent? 
 

• Latin American Fusion Project 
 
Students will synthesize 
rhythmic and instrumental 
characteristics of Latin 
American music to create an 
original Latin work. 
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India 5 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 1, 2, 
3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 
and 11 

In this unit, students will compose rhythmic poetry, 
identify the roles and responsibilities of Indian 
instruments based on physical properties of instruments, 
compose a rhythmic cycle, investigate the influence of 
Indian music and instruments on Western music and 
evaluate the important of music in Bollywood. 
 
Enduring Understandings 
 
• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 

influence musicians' work emerge from a variety of 
sources. · Musicians' creative choices are influenced 
by their expertise, context, and expressive intent.  

• Musicians evaluate, and refine their work through 
openness to new ideas, persistence, and the 
application of appropriate criteria. 

• Analyzing creators' context, and how they 
manipulate elements of music, provide insight into 
their intent and informs performance.  

• Performers make interpretative decisions based on 
their understanding of context and expressive intent. 

• Individuals' selection of musical works is influenced 
by their interests, experiences, understanding, and 
purposes. 

• Response to music is informed by analyzing context 
(social, cultural, and historical) and how creators and 
performers manipulate the elements of music. 

• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to their 
expressive intent.  

• Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding.  

• Understanding connections to varied contexts and 
daily life enhances musicians' creating, performing 
and responding. 

 

• How does understanding 
the structure and context 
of musical works inform 
performance? 

• How do we discern the 
musical creators' and 
performers' expressive 
intent? 

• How do the other arts, 
other disciplines, 
contexts, and daily life 
inform creating, 
performing, and 
responding to music? 

• Summative Assessment Indian 
Music 

 
Students will identify the 
instrument roles and associated 
characteristics in Indian music 
as well as famous musicians. 
Students will describe the roles 
that music plays in Indian 
culture and examine the mutual 
influences between the music of 
India and other cultures and 
musical genres. 
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Japan 4 Weeks State 
Standards: 
Anchor 
Standards 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10, 11 

In this unit, students will explore characteristics of 
Japanese instruments and ensembles in order to identify 
characteristics common in south Asia. Students will 
examine Japanese methods of storytelling through 
musical drama, compose a soundscape, and perform 
rhythms in the style of Japanese Taiko drumming. 
 
Enduring Understandings 
 

• The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that 
influence musicians' work emerge from a variety 
of sources. 

• Musicians' creative choices are influenced by 
their expertise, context, and expressive intent. 

• Musicians evaluate, and refine their work 
through openness to new ideas, persistence, and 
the application of appropriate criteria. 

• Analyzing creators' context, and how they 
manipulate elements of music, provide insight 
into their intent and informs performance. 

• Performers make interpretative decisions based 
on their understanding of context and expressive 
intent. 

• To express their musical ideas, musicians 
analyze, evaluate, and refine their performance 
over time through openness to new ideas, 
persistence and the application of appropriate 
criteria. 

• Musicians judge performance based on criteria 
that vary across time, place, and cultures. 

• Individuals' selection of musical works is 
influenced by their interests, experiences, 
understanding, and purposes. 

• Response to music is informed by analyzing 
context (social, cultural, and historical) and how 
creators and performers manipulate the elements 
of music. 

• How do individuals 
choose music to 
experience? 

• How does understanding 
the structure and context 
of musical works inform 
performance? 

• East Asian Musical 
Characteristics 

 
Students will synthesize 
understanding of Chinese and 
Japanese music to draw larger 
generalizations about the 
structure and functions of the 
music of East Asia. 
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• Through their use of elements and structures of 
music, creators and performers provide clues to 
their expressive intent. 

•  The personal evaluation of musical work(s) and 
performance(s) is informed by analysis, 
interpretation, and established criteria. 

•  Musicians connect their personal interests, 
experiences, ideas, and knowledge to creating, 
performing, and responding. 

• Understanding connections to varied contexts 
and daily life enhances musicians' creating, 
performing and responding. 

 
 

Maryland Fine Arts Standards for Music 
 
Creating: 
Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
Anchor Standard 3: Refine and complete artistic work. 
 
Performing/Presenting: 
Anchor Standard 4: Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 5: Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation 
Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 
 
Responding: 
Anchor Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work for presentation. 
Anchor Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
Anchor Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work. 
 
Connecting: 
Anchor Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art. 
Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding. 

 


