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Unit 1:  
 
Shifting 
Perspectives 

MCCRS: 
 
RL.10.3 
RL.10.6 
W.10.2 

Description: This unit will focus on literary analysis 
and the role of cultural perspective and characterization 
in theme development. Students will examine how 
complex characters and themes are developed in texts 
and media reflecting various cultures. Students will 
examine the conflict between traditional cultural values 
and changing societies influenced by external forces. A 
variety of texts will be studied, examining cultural 
perspective and themes developed about change. 
 
Big Idea: Cultural perspective influences one’s 
thoughts, motivations, actions, and responses to change. 
Universal experiences are captured by authors and 
expressed through characters, themes, cultural 
perspectives reflected in literature. 
 
Whole Novel Options: 

• A Doll’s House 
• The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
• Nectar in a Sieve 
• Oedipus (Also an option for Unit 4) 

 
How do cultural 
experiences guide 
individual actions and 
contribute to the 
development of complex 
characters? 
 
How do people adapt or 
respond to change? 
 
What universal values 
and themes link all 
cultures? 

Literary Analysis Essay –  
 
Students will have read various texts throughout this 
unit. Students will select one of those texts to pair with 
“By Any Other Name” to complete this PBA. 
 
Though the main characters in our selected texts all 
experience change, the authors develop their 
characters in different ways. Write an essay in which 
you analyze how a complex character from each text 
advances a theme of change. In order to develop your 
analysis, be sure to discuss: 
• how the characters’ cultural perspectives 

influence their development and responses to 
change 

• how the characters’ conflicts, motivations, and 
interactions advance a theme of change 

Use specific evidence from both texts to support your 
analysis. 

Unit 2: 
Words and 
Style 
 
 

MCCRS: 
 
RL.10.5 
W.10.3 
 

Description:  Throughout this unit, students will 
analyze various authors' styles to determine how their 
choices affect their overall purpose for writing. Students 
will explore stylistic techniques and choices, examining 
how a variety of writing styles and themes are 
developed. The unit also allows opportunities for 
students to imitate an author's style and create their own 
narratives.  
  
Big Idea: The author’s structural and stylistic choices 
create perspective and affect meaning for the reader, 
including the use of foreshadowing, irony, tension, and 
surprise. 
 
Whole Novel Options: 

• Purple Hibiscus 
• The Alchemist 
• Things Fall Apart 

How can storytelling be 
used to empower or 
disenfranchise a person 
or group of people?   
 
How can texts 
perpetuate or dispel 
fear? 
 
How can imitating an 
author’s stylistic choices 
help to understand a 
piece of literature and 
improve one’s writing? 

Narrative –  
 
Students will read “The Briefcase” and analyze 
author’s style. They will then choose one of the 
following narrative prompt options: 
• After meeting the professor’s wife at the post office, the 

chef waits for the police to arrive and contemplates his 
ability to convince the city judge or high court that he is 
the professor. Using what you know about the chef, 
write a narrative story that describes his arrest and 
subsequent day in court. Be sure to use details from the 
passage in developing your narrative and include the 
elements of style utilized by the author. 

• After the professor’s wife discovers the chef 
impersonating the professor, the chef contemplates his 
ability to convince others that he really is the professor. 
Using what you know about the chef, write a narrative 
story that describes his meeting with the professor’s 
son. Be sure to use details from the passage in 
developing your narrative and include the elements of 
style utilized by the author. 
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Unit 3: 
 
Confronting 
Oppression 
and 
Cultivating 
Hope 

MCCRS: 
 
RI.10.3 
RI.10.5 
W.10.2 

Description: This unit will focus on the experiences of 
freedom and oppression, the impact of these experiences 
on an individual and/or groups of people, and the 
different ways that humans confront oppression to find 
freedom and cultivate hope. Students will study various 
texts to explore the multiple facets of oppression and 
closely analyze the way authors introduce, develop, and 
refine ideas or claims through text structure and 
rhetorical techniques. 
 

Big Idea: Memoir texts can depict humanity’s universal 
struggle against dominating forces in the world and 
reveal the relevancy and responsibility of humanity. 
Individuals and groups of people confront oppression in 
various ways, which will be explored throughout the 
unit. 
 

Whole Novel Options: 
• Night 
• In the Time of the Butterflies 
• Long Way Gone 
• Maus I and II 

How do oppression and 
freedom transform 
identity? 
 
How is the struggle for 
freedom a universal 
experience?  
 
How do authors cultivate 
hope when faced by 
systems of oppression? 

Research Simulation Task – 
 
Students will read and analyze the argument in three 
texts about the issue of U.S. aid to foreign countries. 
You have just read three sources discussing the use of 
U.S. aid to other countries.  Consider the points made 
by each source.  Write an essay analyzing the 
arguments of those who believe the U.S. should 
continue to provide aid and those who believe the 
opposite. Base the analysis on the specifics of the issue 
of U.S. aid to other countries and the arguments and 
principles set forth in the sources. The essay should 
consider at least two of the sources presented. 

Unit 4: 
 
The Limits of 
Power 

MCCRS: 
 
RI.10.6 
W.10.1 
W.10.4 

Description: This unit will tackle the themes of power 
and the misuse of power. The unit will focus on the use 
of rhetoric, argument, and synthesis in writing. Students 
will have the opportunity to write analyses of characters 
as well as learn the proper structure of an argument and 
compare/contrast writings. Students will spend 
significant time analyzing the structure of literary and 
informational texts, as well as the development of an 
author's point of view or purpose. 
 
Big Idea: An author’s structural and rhetorical choices 
in texts combined with their purpose or point of view, 
affect meaning for the reader and influence the 
advancement of themes and their universal relevance. 
 
Whole Novel Options: 

• Macbeth (in addition to unit lessons) 
• Oedipus the King (in addition to unit lessons) 
• Othello (If not read in 9GT/AA) 

How are the dynamics of 
power and control seen in 
literature? 
 
How do writers and 
speakers exert power and 
control? 
 

Argument Essay – 
Option 1: 
Jennifer Lewin, in an essay for Drama for Students, wrote 
that through the reading of Oedipus Rex, readers learn about 
“religious values and human knowledge in fifth-century 
Athenian culture, a moment of great historical importance for 
its artistic achievements as well as its political culture.” 
Jennifer Lewin claims that Oedipus Rex is the most important 
tragedy in classical literature. Write an essay that argues 
your position on the extent to which Lewin’s claims are valid. 
Use appropriate examples from your reading, experience, or 
observations to support your argument. 
Option 2: 
In 2008, Michael Mack gave a speech at a freshman class 
gathering in Washington D.C. and noted that “the value of 
reading Shakespeare must, from time to time, be articulated.” 
Michael Mack claims that through the reading of 
Shakespeare, individuals learn about themselves and the 
world. Write an essay that argues your position on the extent 
to which Mack’s claims are valid. Use appropriate examples 
from your reading, experience, or observations to support 
your argument. 

Capstone Some texts seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or in traditions. Select two texts studied this year in which the authors advocate change 
and identify the specific attitudes or traditions they wish to modify. For each text, analyze how the author develops his or her ideas to influence the views of the 
reader or audience. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.4

