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Grade 9 Targeted 

Standards 
Description / Big Ideas Essential Questions End of Unit Assessment 

Unit 1:  
 
Identity and 
the Bonds 
Between Us 

RL.9.2 
RL.9.3 
W.9.2 

Description: In this unit students read a variety of literary and 
informational texts to explore the unit’s theme. Students will 
explore several vignettes from The House on Mango Street and 
make thematic connections to identity and the bonds an 
individual forms. Close reading strategies will enhance students’ 
abilities to analyze the development of characters, themes, and 
plot in prose. Additional reading strategies will enhance 
students’ abilities to examine text structure of informational text. 
Students will compose an essay in response to their analysis.  
 
Big Idea: Authors develop themes about an individual’s identity, 
connections to others, and their role in society over the course of 
a text. Complex characters experience significant change over 
the course of a text and interact with other characters in a way 
that advances the plot. Authors advance universal messages 
through characters and narrative elements. 
 
Text Options for Whole Novels:  
● Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by 

Benjamin Alire SaenzKindred by Octavia Butler  
● Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
● The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (also option for unit 2) 
 

How is an individual’s identity 
shaped and formed? 
 
What connects an individual to 
family, friends, pets, and 
community? And, what is an 
individual’s role in society? 
 
What makes a character 
complex?  
 
How do characters interact with 
others? How do these 
interactions advance the plot? 
 
How do authors advance 
universal messages through 
characters and narrative 
elements? 
 

Character Analysis Essay –  
Students will read a novel and 
several short stories throughout the 
unit and analyze the development of 
characters and themes in each piece. 
Using ideas from their notes, class 
discussions, and analysis of these 
texts, students will compose an 
essay in response to the following 
prompt:  
 
Consider the texts that you have 
read in this unit about identity and 
the bonds that individuals form with 
others. Select a character from the 
texts that you have read in this unit. 
Write an analysis essay about your 
character’s development and the 
connection this character has to a 
theme throughout the text. Be sure 
to cite and analyze your textual 
evidence to support your response. 

Unit 2:   
 
Storytelling 
and The 
Hero’s 
Journey 

RL.9.3 
RL.9.5 
W.9.3 
 
Supporting 
RL.9.6 
 
 

Description: In this unit students read literary and informational 
text to examine how authors develop central ideas/themes. 
Students will then read the Odyssey to examine the structure and 
style of a Homeric epic as well as to explore universal motifs. 
Additional informational texts will increase students’ 
understanding of the cultural values of Ancient Greece as well as 
the universality of the human experience. 
 
Big Idea:  The author’s structural and stylistic choices affect 
meaning for the reader, including the interpretation of the human 
and literary relevance of the selection, the universal social issues 
which they raise, and their alignment and divergence with 
modern points of view. 
 

How can an individual change 
through taking heroic action? 
 
Why are quest narratives told? 
What purpose do they serve in 
different societies? 
 
How do an author’s choices 
concerning the structure of a 
work create effects such as 
mystery, tension, or surprise? 
 
How is point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a work 

Examining and Imitating the Text 
Structure of an Epic Poem –  
While reading the Odyssey, students 
will examine the author’s craft in 
constructing complex characters 
through the structure and language 
of an epic poem.  
 
Using the Odyssey as a mentor text, 
students will compose a mini-
episode using the conventions of an 
epic poem to create another stop for 
Odysseus on his journey. As they 
develop ideas for the narrative, they 
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Text Options for Whole Novels  (in addition to Odyssey):  
● The Autobiography of Malcolm X 
● The Contender by Robert Lipsyte 
● Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
● Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
● The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway  
● The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 

 

and what is its impact on the 
reader? 

will consider how the characters 
and plot and structural and 
language choices will communicate 
an understanding of Greek culture. 

Unit 3:  
 
Freedom 

RI.9.5 
RI.9.6 
RI.9.7 
W.9.1 
W.9.9 
 
 
Supporting 
RI.9.9 
SL.9.1 

Description:  Students will continue their examination of theme 
development using various texts, including speeches, historical 
writing, a diary, a memoir, and short stories to explore the 
universal desire for freedom. Students will read and analyze 
excerpts from March Book 1 and make connections to unit 
themes. 
 
The culminating event for the unit is a service-learning project. 
  
Big Idea: Freedom is a universal theme that relates to the human 
experience regardless of cultural, geographical, social, or 
generational differences.  
 
Text Options for Whole Novels: 
● March Books 1-3 
● The Autobiography of Malcolm X 
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee and March Book 1 

What is freedom? 
 
What is the relationship between 
freedom and responsibility? 
 
 
What impact does historical, 
cultural, geographical, and social 
context have on an author’s 
writing and on the reaction of the 
readers to it? 
 
In critical texts, how does an 
author’s reasoning and use of 
rhetorical devices advance his 
purpose and influence readers? 

Service-Learning Project 
Culminating Event – 
Students will compose a personal 
belief statement and create an action 
plan advocating for a 
group/cause/belief based on what 
they know about themselves and 
what they discover about their 
community. Once students develop 
these action plans, they will present 
their plan to peers in a format of the 
teacher’s and/or student’s choosing, 
encouraging their peers to become 
aware of an issue in the community 
and to turn the awareness into 
action. 

Unit 4:  
 
Experience 
and Loss of 
Innocence 
 

RL9.7 
RL9.9 
W9.2 

Description:  Students build on their abilities to trace themes 
throughout the text as they study Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo 
and Juliet. First, students trace key literary elements of dramatic 
and tragic structure, examining how the author manipulates time 
and plot to achieve dramatic effects. Then, students examine the 
lasting cultural, artistic, and philosophical legacy of 
Shakespeare’s work by comparing multiple works of art 
influenced by the play.  
 
Big Idea: Authors draw on and transform themes and character 
archetypes from source material in a specific work to develop 
universal themes that are timeless. 

In what ways is the human 
experience universal? 
 
How does an author use specific 
details to reveal and develop the 
theme topics of experience and 
loss of innocence over the course 
of a text? 
 
How does an author draw on and 
transform source material in a 
specific way to convey the theme 

Analyzing Texts as a Source of 
Inspiration and Transformation:  
Romeo and Juliet –  
Students will compose an essay 
examining the literary evolution of 
Romeo and Juliet.  Students will 
then analyze the timelessness and 
appeal of the play’s universal 
characters and themes and how they 
are depicted in changing time 
periods. They will use evidence 
from “Pyramus and Thisbe”, and 
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Text Options for Whole Novels (in addition to Romeo and 
Juliet):  
● short story options 
● novel options from Media Center 

topics of experience and loss of 
innocence? 

Romeo and Juliet, as well as other 
texts to support the analysis. 

Capstone The Search for Meaning Analysis Essay 
 
Students will compose an essay that responds to the following question: 
Choose two texts (poetry, short stories, plays, novels, etc.) studied this year that share a similar theme related to the search for meaning.  How does each 
author use complex characters to develop that theme? 

 

https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/ELA/MCCR.aspx
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